Celebration in Worship

UNIVERSITY SUNDAY

September 30, 2018
We believe the words of Jesus: “I will never turn away anyone who comes to me.”    John 6:37
GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
The first movement of worship in the Reformed Tradition is always one of remembering. In our tradition, praise is remembering. The Psalms of praise always recount the mighty acts of God. That is why the call to worship is most often an adaptation of one of those Psalms. Remembering puts us in right relationship to God. It sparks thanksgiving, confession, a willingness to listen and respond.
PRELUDE




GATHERING, WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS


INTRODUCTION TO CAMPUS MINISTRY





Jennifer Martin, Teaching Elder



         

University students, faculty, members and friends, welcome to worship! We are glad you are here. Please feel free to participate in ways that are comfortable. You are also welcome to just observe. We invite you to join us for coffee after the worship service in the Fellowship Hall (out of the Sanctuary, turn left into the hallway, then turn right, at the end of the hallway is the Fellowship Hall).
INTRODUCTION OF MUSIC INTERNS





     Cole Blume, Music Director
*CALL TO WORSHIP  (Leader)








 Jane Holmes














Leader:
The God of new beginnings is calling you to this place.











People: We come celebrating the new life that is ours as God’s faithful people. 

Leader:
 Let your joy ring through the universe, and let your vision see to the depths of every soul. 

People:
 We will be shouters of joy and seekers of God’s light wherever we go. Praise God for this day!

Leader:
 Welcome on behalf of Christ. Let us worship God!
*OPENING HYMN 301 


Let Us Build a House 



     Glory to God Hymnal
INVOCATION

*HYMN OF PRAISE 26


Earth and All Stars!



     Glory to God Hymnal
CONFESSION
The movement of Confession is a natural response to coming into the presence of that which is pure and holy and the destiny of all creation.  In the face of something so much richer, deeper and wider than anything we can imagine, we recognize and confess that we are not God but called to live in harmony with God.  Confession is the act of admitting how we fall short of all God intends for us, for the world, for all of creation.
CALL TO CONFESSION  (Leader)



Today, the University Neighborhood is teeming with energy and imagination. It can be used for good or ill. Community is forming again as familiar faces join alongside new friends. God is calling us together, but we come bearing our own shortcomings and failings. Even in this campus community filled with possibility and hope, we are not always attuned to God’s desire for us and the whole creation. So we pause to make our apologies, trusting that in this moment of fresh starts God is already making us new. Let us make our prayer of confession.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)
            

Loving God, you have placed us in living and learning communities and called us to love you and our neighbors. Sometimes that is difficult. Sometimes our neighbors annoy us or belittle us. Sometimes we look down on those who are not as smart or wise or informed as we think we may be. We let our pride get in the way of compassion and mercy. In this fresh start of the academic year, we pray for the strength to seek you amidst all that vies for our attention. We pray that you will give us insight born out of faith, knowledge born out of love, and direction given by your Spirit.  We pray for the courage to remain true to ourselves, as unique children, in whom you place great care and hope. In the name of Christ, we pray. Amen.
Lovi
PROCLAIMING THE WORD
Proclamation is a natural movement out of confession and into the wholeness God intends for us.  Proclamation uses the interpretation of the Church’s sacred texts as a way to help us get in touch with what we can do to come in closer harmony to that which we discern as God’s will for us and for humanity.  In our tradition we do not take the Bible literally but claim its value as a witness to the directionality of God’s movement in human history. Thus it becomes a foundation for understanding who we are and what we should be doing to be in harmony with the Divine.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Leader) 
God said, “I am making everything new. Write this down because my words are trustworthy and true.” Today and every day, in the face of our failures God’s word of mercy in Jesus Christ lifts us and gives us second chances. God’s love is deep enough to reach to the darkest places of our soul, high enough to soar with us to the heights of human accomplishment, and wide enough to embrace our communities of diversity. Thanks be to God!

PASSING THE PEACE

As an expression of hospitality, let us welcome one another with the sign of God’s peace. 

The Peace of the Lord be with you.


And also with you. 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE







   Jennifer Martin, Teaching Elder













ANTHEM






SCRIPTURE READINGS 


Ecclesiastes 12:12b-13a

This is the witness of scripture.

Thanks be to God. 
SERMON


 Science and Religion: Making Sense of What We See
*HYMN 2004


       Praise the Source of Faith and Learning


  
Sing the Faith





RESPONDING TO THE WORD
We the people of God hear God calling and we respond.  Our prayers and offerings as well as affirmations of faith are the result of our hearing.  In the worship service we speak our words of response, but God’s blessing empowers us to live our prayers, our offerings, our affirmations in the places we live and work and play.


PASTORAL PRAYER  



If you have prayers you would like to share with the community, please write them on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate when it is passed. You may also email them to the church office.









THE LORD’S PRAYER (Unison)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread,


and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors,


And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
AN INVITATION TO OFFERING  (Leader)

Everything we say and do can be an offering to God.  In this time of worship we offer not only our words but the 
substance of our work that it may join your Holy Spirit in the work of compassion and justice in our world today. 
OFFERTORY





*DOXOLOGY  (Unison)









Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!

Praise God, all creatures here below:

Praise Christ, whose mighty power uplifts!


Alleluia! Alleluia!



Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!





Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  (Unison)
We give with joy and thanksgiving because you, O God, have blessed us with mercy and wisdom, opening us to reason, gentleness and purposeful service. May our work bear good fruit and these offerings help to accomplish the tasks for which you have called us. Amen. 

*HYMN 





O God of Vision



      Joy in Singing







         (Printed in the bulletin.)
*BENEDICTION
 POSTLUDE



            











       CCLI 1023827











