Celebration in Worship
January 21, 2018

We believe the words of Jesus: “I will never turn away anyone who comes to me.”    John 6:37

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

PRAYER OF PREPARATION (paraphrase)
	Holy One, from deep within us we know of a loving Presence.  All around us we see glory, beauty, life and light. 	We have no words for what we experience so we cry out, “God!”.  In this time of worship may that loving Presence 	grow deeper, may our awareness of the divine Presence around us grow more intense. May we, gathered in this 	place, learn to pay more attention to You, our God, who loves us at all times and in all places. God, of love and 	life, in this time of prayer be more and more in us that we might live more and more in you. Amen. 

PRELUDE	              

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
	The Lord be with you.
 		And also with you.
*Congregation, please stand if you are able.

*CALL TO WORSHIP  (Responsive)									Steve Stermer	
	One:	The Word of the Lord came,
	All:	hope for all people cradled in God’s arms.
	One:	The Word of the Lord comes,
	All:	calling us out of our comfort zone, to go where grace is needed most.
	One:	The Word of the Lord will come,
	All:	gathering all the outsiders and insiders into one community of the kingdom.
	One: 	Come let us worship the God of grace!

*HYMN #761				Called as Partners in Christ’s Service			    Glory to God Hymnal

CALL TO CONFESSION (Leader)									
	Now is the appointed time.  Pour out your hearts to God, bringing those harmful words you spoke, the 	chances to help you turned your backs on, and the foolish choices of your lives. Offer them to the One who 	longs to hear us, trusting that God will forgive us.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (Unison)
	Our comfortable lives convince us we do not need to follow Jesus, Steadfast God.  We believe our 	work provides for our wants, so we have no need for your grace.  We think our friends are found 	through social media, so we do not need your community.  Our fear of the beliefs and cultures of 	others makes us sure that we do not need to share your grace with them. Forgive us for dragging our 	feet as Jesus' disciples, Compassionate God.  May we get up from our comfort zones and step out in 	faith.  May we go to all the uncomfortable places to bring hope.  May we proclaim with our lips, but 	especially with our lives, that the kingdom of love is near, brought by Jesus Christ, our Lord and 	Savior. 

A time of silent prayer is observed. 




PROCLAIMING THE WORD

SONG #469				Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying (sing twice)	 Glory to God Hymnal
	Lord, listen to your children praying. 
	Lord, send your Spirit in this place.
	Lord, listen to your children praying.		
	Send us love; sent us power; send us grace.
		
ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsive)
	One: 	Now, the One who calls us to this place calls us to reconciliation through grace. Hear the good news: God 			hears our words, God knows our hearts. God will not deny a repentant heart or an open spirit.  God's steadfast 			love is poured out upon us!  We are free to walk in the new way, made known to us in God’s love.
	All: 	We will trust in God, the One in whom our salvation rests.  Thanks be to God, in Jesus Christ 			we are forgiven and free! Amen.

PASSING THE PEACE
As an extension of God’s hospitality, let us greet one another with the sign of God’s peace.
	The peace of Christ be with you…
		And also with you.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE				

ANTHEM
												
SCRIPTURE LESSONS		Jonah 3:1-5, 10  & Mark 1:14-20
	This is the witness of scripture.
		Thanks be to God.

SERMON												  Jennifer Martin


RESPONDING TO THE WORD

*HYMN #721				Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore			      Glory to God Hymnal
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
	THE LORD’S PRAYER (Unison)
	Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
	Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
	Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
	And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

AN INVITATION TO OFFERING  (Leader)
	Gestures of gratitude are a demonstration that a blessing or benefit has been received. At some point we heard a call, 	dropped our nets and followed Jesus to find new life. The gifts we give today are but tokens of the blessings of the 	new life we live in Christ. Bring your gifts with joy for they remind us of just how blessed we are to know this love 	that flows so generously from the spirit of God.

OFFERTORY		
			


*DOXOLOGY   (Unison)
	Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;		Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
	Praise God, all creatures here below:			Praise Christ, whose mighty power uplifts!
	Alleluia! Alleluia!					Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
									Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!	

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Leader)
	Gracious One, May these gifts, given to these ministries of grace, be a blessing to friends and strangers, those like us 	and those not, those we deem deserving and those we deem not, for in this way Your love reaches all of Your beloved 	ones. Amen.

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

*HYMN #726					Will You Come and Follow Me	 		Glory to God Hymnal 		
BENEDICTION (Responsive)
	One: 	Now, take the word of God into the world.
	All: 	We will place hope in the arms of others.

	One: 	Now, take the word of Jesus into the world. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	All: 	We will follow to serve beside Christ in all the broken places.

	One: 	Now, take the word of the Spirit into the world.
	All: 	We will bring others near to the kingdom where all are welcome.

	One: 	Now may the One who is faithful to all be with us all as we depart this blessed place. 
		May we be a blessing to every place we go, until we gather again.
	All: 	Amen.

POSTLUDE	
														CCLI 1023827
